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"Take Life Lightly" • • • 
By Geri:rude Hendriks Says This Soui:h African Coed 
M ARIE E. STEYN, Potchefstroom, South Africa, is another Iowa 
State coed who has come a lon g 
way to school. By special arrangement 
with the National ComJ · 
cil of Parenta 1 Educa-
tion, from which she ha s 
fl sc holarship, she will 
stud y here for a yea r in 
addition to Jw r summer 
term work. 
T ..ast summer Mrs. 
Stcyn came to Towa 
State College to study 
child care. Already she 
had had work at Mer-
rill-Palm er in Detroit, 
and at the University 
of Towa, since leaving a 
gir ls' school in far-of'f 
Potchefstroom, South 
Africa, where she wa s 
principal. 
nomi(' s, but includes English, Dutch, Ger-
man , music, dramatics, physical tmining, 
and world events. 
AftCJ' Mrs. Steyn ha s finished this year 
at Iowa State ancl be-
fore she returns to her 
c-wn country, she will 
stud? in Amsterdam, 
Holland, and observe 
girls' education in Lon-
don, Sweden, ancl Dt>n-
mal'lc 
Students at J o w a 
State take life 1·cry ser -
iously, it appears to 
Mrs. Steyn. She is ac-
customed to the South 
African students, wh o 
nre clla1·acterized by 
their happy, cm·e-frec 
temperaments, attribut-
ed often to the delight-
fully sunny climate. 
There are many summer· 
>md winter sports, al-
t hough there ne1·er is 
snow. 
The National Counci l 
of Parental Education 
assigned her to tho U ni -
,·ersity of Toronto for 
study, but Mrs. Stcyn 
stayed at Toronto just 
10 clays . Then by 
Marie Steyn 
''Our students work 
l1ard. Indeed, they have 
special anangement she ca me hack to 
Iowa State for a full yea r. 
Jots to do - but they 
ilon 't take life ,·ery seriously. College 
life is considered not only as the time for 
acquiring knowledge, but a grand op-
portunity for social functions, and aboYC 
all, a time fo1· plenty of fun," says Mrs. 
Steyn. There is a great deal of inter-
collegiate life, particularly sports, de-
bates and social functions. 
When questioned about the Iowa State 
problem-this rut of seriousness- she 
suggested, ''Take life lightly. Enjoy 
every minute of it to tho maximum.'' 
In discussing social r elations, Mrs. 
Steyn says that young people of South 
Africa clo not confine their companion-
ship tc- one girl or one man. But ''elates'' 
arc really parties-entertainment is done 
in little crowds. Ancl if the standards of 
South Africa helcl in these United States, 
according to Mrs. Steyn, every farmer 
(that includes every "Ag") would be 
married-and men t eachers would be 
bachelors. For a fam ily's instructions to 
tho daughters are, "Never marry a 
teacher if you can many a farmer.'' 
'rho rank of the farmer is different 
there. Fanner·s are the aristocrats of the 
country. In their hands are the govern-
mental 1·eins. 'rhey have no manual labors 
to do-natives do those in 1·etnrn for 
Janel assignments. Their life is more or 
loss one of leisure. 
l<'arms in South Africa are really es-
tates-800 morgans, which is 2,000 acres, 
makes only a small farm. Each farm has 
(Contiu1ted on JJage 15) \'Vhen asked the reason for her return, 
Mrs. Steyn said, "Tow a State College of-
fer& more wo1·k that will help mo. It 
offers more than the psychology of tho 
child ; it offers the physical, nutritional 
and other set-nps with homo economics 
background. All this tits in with my 
specific needs.'' 
Wander Into Woolworth's • • • 
She will go back to South Africa in 
1934 to introduce child care into high 
schools, rural co mmunities, and especially 
into ''house craft'' schools. 
''House craft'' schools are something 
now to us in the United States. Mrs. 
Steyn, in explaining them, says they 
grew directly out of the desire for inte-
gration of education into life. It is 
customary in South Africa for a large 
percen,t,.age of girls to proceed fr101n 
l'llral schools to high schools. Vvithin a 
few yem·s after they retum to their 1·mal 
homes, the majority get married, and 
their education in algebra, geometry, 
Latin and such subj ects seems to be <l 
useless expenditme ·of time and money. 
''House craft'' schools, started for 
girls who had finished the first eigh t 
grades, ha1•e the specifi c pmpose of as-
sisting girls who have no intention of 
entering a vocation or profession to pre-
pare for marriage and family life. Tho 
curriculum is based mainly on home eco-
F OR the infinitesimal sum of 10 cents, just what you would pay for two 
packages of gum, you can buy an 
unlimited number of things to make yo ur 
hom e or room a more interesting and 
livable place. 
But you can't expect to go into Wool-
worth's and come out with an arm load 
of attractive articles with which to doc-
orate. You have to wander in again 
ancl again ancl come out many time empty 
handed. For those charming little pieces 
that aclcl so much to your hom e arc not 
as a rulo the dim e store 's usual stock. 
Many times they arc worth a great cleal 
more than the price charged for them 
lJccauso the store was able to pick up a 
bargain and is using it as a load to get 
people into the store. 
Perhaps you say, '' vVhen I go into 
\Voolworth 's I see such a conglomera-
tion of things; they all look like junk.'' 
vVoll, n. good many of them are junk 
By Dorot:hy BurneH 
But if you are lucky the first time, or 
if you go in enough times, you will run 
across something that is just what you 
have been wanting, although, perhaps, 
you clidn 't quite know it. 
'l'he main thing is to avoid over dec-
orated articles. The cheap, highly dec-
orated ornament is sm·e to be a monstros-
ity when you get it home. Ancl be sure 
to get something that is pleasing in line 
and color. Simple as they are, tho r eel 
and white polka-clot cup aJJd saucer that 
so many vVoolworth stores carried last 
winter are Yery lovely. 
Generally speaking, don't buy imita-
tions. For often they look like nothing 
so much as imitations. Don't let the 
fact that something is an imitation deter 
you, however, if it really is something 
worth while. A hob nail glass is a hob 
nail glass an d can be made just as well 
today as many ye:n s ago. Tf you like it, 
buy it. 
League Studies 
Child Problems 
THE college branch of the L eague of ·women Voters has undertaken a 
study of child welfare for this year. 
The discussioJJS in the league include 
establishment of the ju1·enile court and 
its jurisdiction, and procedure used in 
children's cases is a point considered 
along with causes for j uyenile deli11 · 
quency. TlH? community in r elation to 
child-welfa1·e is another discussion topic. 
E1·en such details as how the judge is 
chosen for the ju1·('nilc court arc 110t 
overlooked. 
Child labor laws and the protection 
which various states offer to children, 
ns well as the main fields for legislation 
in child welfare arc also part of t he 
study which the local league has includ-
ed in the year 's program. 
Tho meetings, held e1·cry 2 weeks in 
Memorial Union, are open 11 ot only to t he 
members of the league, but to anyon e 
interested in tho subject under discus-
sion. 
Showered With Letters 
( Oontinw •<! [1'01/t 11age 4 ) 
tjrpigj." A postscript to the letter said, 
''Plea so excuse errors of all sorts us 1 
:un blind, and am also getting old and 
incapacitated.'' A s tenographer was a ble 
to decipher the mistakes, by going to tflc 
typewriter and placing her right fi11 gcrs 
over one key too far on the machine. 
Miss Galvin often r eceives gifts f rom 
her radio friends, especially ar ound 
Christmas time. 'l'hey are usually hand-
kerchiefs or book marks which may eas-
ily be tucked into a letter. Once in a 
while a box of candy or a basket of ap-
ples is sent, a11d once a woman sent Miss 
Galvin some honey, which was delivered 
by her husband. 
One listenet· wrote that in summer sl•c 
a lways keeps a bouquet of fresh roses 
from her garden on the radio. Everyone 
who remarks on their beauty is tolcl t ha t 
they are Miss Galvin's roses. 
"Take Life lightly" 
( Oontin1tecl f mm 11age 8) 
its large orch rds, colorful flower gar-
dens, and long a1·enues. Summer houses 
have a prominent place on every farm ; 
it is here that the customary 4 o'clock 
tea is usually served. 
Conveniences on the farm, however, a rc 
not many. Servants do the work, keep· 
ing tho lovely houses immaculate and al-
ways ready for guests. Old Dutch at·chi-
tecture is the t endency and the Spanish 
mode of house is general. There are very 
few double story dwellings. Houses are 
strongly built, usually of 1·ed brick or 
\l'ltito stone. Characteristics are the wide 
pot·ches-the farm er's r etreat from the 
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hot sun and the place where he r eads his 
much beloved newspapm·. 
\Vhat Mrs. Steyn calls home a t Ames, 
is quite different. She has a lo1·ely tower 
room in Margaret Hall, immaculate and 
exact . It is 110t unlike other donni tOJ'Y 
rooms, but it somehow has the marks of 
its r esident- it is so clean, so fresh, so 
chock full of interesting corners, and still 
so professiona l- in the same way that 
Mrs. Steyn is her self professional. 
In the summer Mrs. Steyn Yiewed 
Towa Stato College m1d its campus, wi th 
its gorgeous trees and shady walks, in 
wonderment. When she r eturned in t he 
fall tho brilliant autumn colors were a 
n01·el experience. And 110w in winter-
on mornings when she looks from t he 
window by the towe l' and sees trees bow-
ing their branches, hea1-y with snow, t he 
campanile peeping over the 1·cry top of 
a distant t ree, and the whole ca mp uH 
dazzling white-she thinks i t is t he most 
unique of all scenes. 
Mrs. Steyn hesitated about asking for 
a change in location of scholarships alHl 
she thought f or a time it couldn 't be 
done. But now she ' s far from being dis-
appointed in her request . F or i t was 
granted, a nd she's elected t o be hack at 
Towa State f or a whole year. 
Foreign Graduates 
( Oon tiwurd f rom pag f' 4 ) 
:Marianne Ott, who was honored by 
the fellowship committee in 192!:1, came 
from Vienna, A ust l'ia, and t ook her work 
here in home economics education. She 
is now t eaching home economics in t he 
schools of V ienna and trying t o b ring 
about, through t he school children, t he 
use of more green foods in t he daily 
diets of the peop I e. 
Gabriella Krueger of B erlin, Germany, 
was the next to win the f e llowship. Tn 
1931 sho r eceived her master 's degree 
here af t er taking her major work in the 
Household l~quipment Department. Miss 
Krueger is now teaching household equip-
ment in the U nive rsity of Berlin , accord-
ing to Dr. Louise J. P eet, head of t he 
local Household Equipment Depa1-tment. 
In addition t o her t eaching work, Miss 
Krueger is in charge of the extension 
work in her field and does much writ i11g 
and broadcasting for the benefi t of wo-
men all over Germany . 
L ast yea r Hsi ]<~an Chao, a f ellowsh ip 
winner, r eceived her mast er's degree here 
with a major in sociology. Miss Chao's 
homo is in Harbin, China. Many will r e-
member he•· a11xiety when that city was 
raided by the J apanese last winter. SlH· 
is now going on with her work in so-
ciology at \Vashington Universi ty, St. 
Louis. 
This f all, as nearly everyone knows, 
Huth Stjerner of Stockholm, Sweden, 
wa~ awa rdc(l the f ellowship that she 
might go on with her work in Botany 
begun a t the Un~versity of Stockholm. 
GIRLS! 
The Perfect Gift-
Lasts a Lifetime-
Used Every Day-
Appreciated by All Men-
A Rolls Razor 
$10.00 and up 
• Let us show them to you. 
• CAMPUS 
DRUG CO. 
Lincolnway and Welch Ave. 
15 
~ NEW 
ROYAL SIGNET 
• 
COLLEGE 
BOOK STORE 
"ON THE CAMPUS" 
